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The Republic of Indonesia is a country
in Southeast Asia and Oceania. Indone-
sia comprises 17,508 islands about
6,000 of which are inhabited. These are
scattered over both sides of the equator.
The largest are Java, Sumatra,
Kalimantan (Borneo), Papua and
Sulawesi. With a population of around
238 million people, it is the world's fourth
most populous country, and has the
world's largest population of Muslims.
Indonesia is a republic, with an elected
legislature and president. The nation's
capital city is Jakarta.

Across its many islands, Indonesia
consists of distinct ethnic, linguistic, and
religious groups. The Javanese are the
largestd and the politically dominantd
ethnic group. Indonesia has developed a
shared identity defined by a national
language, ethnic diversity, religious
pluralism (different religions) within a
majority Muslim population. Indonesia'’s
national motto, "Bhinneka Tunggal

Ika" ("Unity in Diversity" literally, "many,
yet one"), speaks of the diversity that
shapes the country. Despite its large
population and densely populated
regions, Indonesia has vast areas of
wilderness with the world's second
highest variety of animal and plant life
after Brazil. The country is rich in natural
resources, yet poverty remains wide-
spread in contemporary Indonesia.

Indonesia was the country hardest hit by
the Asian financial crisis of 19971 98.

Against the US dollar, the rupiah dropped.

Political instability, slow economic reform,
and corruption at all levels of government
and business, have slowed the recovery.

Religion plays a major role in life in
Indonesia . It is stated in the first principle
of the state ideology, Pancasila: "belief in
the one and only God". A number of
different religions are practised in the
country, and their collective influence on
the country's political, economical and
cultural life is significant. Based on the
2000 census, approximately 86.1% of the
population were Muslims consisting of
Sufis, Shias and Sunnis, 5.7% Protestant,
3% are Catholic, 1.8% Hindu, 3.4%
Buddhist and other or unspecified .

The Indonesian Constitution states "every
person shall be free to choose and to
practice the religion of his/her choice" and
"guarantees all persons the freedom of
worship, each according to his/her own
religion or belief". The government,
however, officially only recognizes six
religions, namely Islam, Protestantism,
Catholicism, Hinduism, Buddhism and
Confucianism.

With many different religions practised in
Indonesia, conflicts between believers are
often unavoidable. Moreover, Indonesia's
political leadership has played an
important role in the relations between
groups, both positively and negatively.

Although it is not an Islamic state,
Indonesia is the world's most populous
Muslim-majority nation. Most Indonesian
Hindus are Balinese, and most
Buddhists in modern-day Indonesia are
ethnic Chinese. Though now minority
religions, Hinduism and Buddhism still
have an influence on Indonesian culture.
Islam was first adopted by Indonesians
in northern Sumatra in the 13th century,
through the influence of traders, and
became the country's dominant religion
by the 16th century. Roman Catholicism
was brought to Indonesia by early
Portuguese colonialists and
missionaries, and the Protestant
denominations are largely the result of
Dutch Calvinist and Lutheran missionary
efforts during the country's colonial
period. A large proportion of Indone-
siansd such as the Javanese abangan,
Balinese Hindus, and Dayak
Christiansd practise a less orthodox,
form of their religion, which draws on
local customs and beliefs.
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